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either by ligation of the jugular vein or by creation of an arteriovenous fistula. Oestrogen
administration increased platelet activation induced by arteriovenous shunt without altering platelet
function in non-shunted rats. At 4 weeks after the intervention, the size of the thrombus was similar

in both the jugular vein-ligated and the arteriovenous fistula groups, but the size of the thrombus
was larger in the jugular vein-ligated group than in the arteriovenous fistula group. With similar

bleeding time, platelet aggregation and platelet-dependent thrombin generation was lower in the
oestrogen-treated jugular vein-ligated rats than in sham-operated rats, suggesting that the

difference in thrombus size was due to the higher intravascular platelet activation in the jugular vein-
ligated group. Treatment with oestradiol with or without venous ligation increased liver and spleen
weight and induced an increase in the hepatic TNF-alpha concentration. In summary, chronic oest
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